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mons, a Letter to J. T: wy 


2 2d OM E Years ſince, I ſent you a long Iztzer 


under theTitle of J.Z. relating to an affair 
wherein Mr.&,was deeply concerned ; 


&. thence ſufficieat encouragement to ve 
ture another, eſpecially conſidering his 


preſent b 2000, and that you are ſtill his Friend, and the pers * .--: 
ſon to whom of all Mea living heis perhaps the beſt known. - 
Under that Character you were mention'd in the Copy of a. 


Letter carri'd among other of his Papers to the Houſe of Com+ 


2085,Writ in his favour toa great Miniſter by the late E. of Or. : - 
for whom living, and for whoſe memory, both your Gr. and 


he had, andevermult have, a juſt value and veneration. 
You will fiad you may ſtill own this Gentleman without 


/ bluſhing, and to ſhew you were net deceiv'd in the opinian-of . *. 


his Integrity, I have taken the pains, for your ſake; as well 


vey to you, the Hiſtory and occaſion, that has made himias 
publickly known in this,as he was before in another Kingdom« 
; Tpromiſe you an impartial Relation,and by it you will ſee;that 
' Envy and Malice, wherewith he has been long aſſaulred;have 


{ tolittle purpoſe ſpit their Venom. . 
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June, 1677. nor knowing his Epars to wonder that 
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gave you ſo much ſatisfaion, that _ . 


vindication is much more neceſfary 1n the*- . 


as for his, whoſe Friend I own my ſelf, to gather up; and'&6n- } 
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You are not to learn the caule of his coming for Englam i 7 
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A received oms favours from his R.#.gratitude oblig'd him to an | 
”. acknowledgment; 4nd honour and generoſity to make and a- 
vow irtin the time $ ihibproar Prince's adverliry whom he 
* found,by the unſteddy courſe of Humane affairs, and the craft 
andimalice.of deſigning Men, fallen from being the Peoples 
- greateſt Favourite into their higheſt Diſplealure. | 
Soon after,when the D. in obedience to his Royal Brother's / 
commands went into a temporary Exile, which however o- *' 
therwiſe uneaſie, was chearfully undergone by him, who al- * 
always reſign'd his own,to the will of his Prince: Your Friend *! 
haviag little to hinder, laid hold of that opportunity, fol- 
low'd him to Bruxels, and there (pending molt_of the time he 
| was abroad, expre(s'd his Obligations and Duty 1n the beſt 
 mannerhe was able. | 
- . This, andhis openly owning him(elf devoted to his R.NR's 
tntere(t, while conſiſtent with Loyalty, gave occaſion to. his 
* Adverlaries, whomenvy hadencreas'd, to vent their Spleen, 7 
and <adeavour to (ully his Reputation, of all things to him. ! 
molt dear, by many falſe Inſfinvations, and indeed Diabolical 
"7 _- Hventions; hoping thereby to diſable himfrom rivalling them 
f tn any future pretenſion. He is nor ignorant of the Authors, 
| northetrain, who the'better to corhpals their hoveft Deſign, 
| hareh'd by one, that Mole-like, works under ground, and he: ! 
q thinks in the dark, they refolv*d at once his ruine, by readring | 
| him odious.to the Publick, to the Country, tothe King, and 


rothe'Court ;- and therefore he was no ſooner brought before 
the Houſe of Commons,than he was repreſented to his Soveraign, 
as one:that had ſpoken ill of His Majeſty, and to the wonder 
of himſelf and others,this was firft whiſper'd to, and after ſug- 
- gelted by, agreat Lord, ro whom Mr. S. owns himſelf oblig'd 
feveralfavours. and in particular for a very kind recom-. ' 
- mendatory Letter ſome Years {ince to Mr. Secretary Coveu— 
 Butthatwhich makes his ſurprize the greater, is, his not be- | 
-.. ag able to find, on his parts any caule for the change of this. ' 
/ joble-man's greatly valu'd good opinion, of which he hop'd 
Welt {till poſſeſt, becauſe certain he never diſfoblig'd his 
hes | Lordſhip, 
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ordfhip, and defies any Man to make out that in word or a2 


King, whoſe Service; you know, no man has more zealouft 


Zpromoted, nor leis ineffectually, according to his Station arid Sf 
However, 1n cle height of his.misfortune, whert - 


7Power. 
ito all hedid not appear guiltlels, he had the happineſs to have 
/a Gentleman of Honour and Quality (who by the recommen- 
:dation of our deceav'd, and never to be forgotten noble Friend; 
#ſeveral Years ago, took him 1nto his particular favour and/ac- 
2quaintance) publickly to affert his Integrity, his Service, 'and 
' his Loyalty. An Ac of Friendſhip, heis bound by all the'ties 
of Gratitude, ever to remember and acknowledge; few Mei 
/inthis Age having the courage, or the honeſty, to own any 
! Man in adverſity, or to defend innocence, when endeavour'd 


' to be run down by faction, noiſe, and tumult. The groundof | 


: thisD1iſcourſe 1n publick at the King's Dinner, was the Copy. 


| of a Letter found among Mr. S's Papers, which plainly appears - 


; to have come from another, but not to him, to whom had it 
} been directed, he could not be therefore criminal, it being 1n- 


; no Man's Power to prevent any Poſt-Letter. And yet give me 
leave toſay, that ingenuity and good nature may eafily'and 
{ very naturally make a candid interpretation of this Paper 3; 
! wherein what ever Injury was contain'd, they are moſtly, if 
z notonly, guilty, who ſince the (eizing Mr, S's Writings, have: 
2 tent Copies of it toall the Coffe-houſes of London. | | 
© But to give you the Story from the beginning,you are toun-. 


derſtand, that the firſt week the Parliament met, Mr. 8. was 


! told by a Perſon of Honour,that he was deſign'd to be brought 


into Trouble : This was overheard from ſeveral,among whom 
were ſome Members then looking on at Mrs.C. ftandingin the: 
Pillory, whereupon he was advisd to withdraw : Receiving. 


} the ſameaccount from many others, and yet confident in his 
! Innocence, he reſolv'd not toſtir. Every day he was alarm'd 
afreſh, and told of great enquiries made after his Aﬀtions,an® +. 
At4 

length one Peter Norris makes complaint of his being Imprizy 


himſelf cenſur'd for a Pap:t, a Coleman, and a Feſpir. 
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ton, he ever ſpake or did irreverently or diſloyally of the' © 


'G —_ 


 on'd atÞBaver by Mr. Secretary Feakin's order. Mr. Secretaryfi 
aid, as Iam inform'd, what he did was not unknown to thef 
Kingand Council. Upon this occaſion Mr. S. was nam'dandy 
a Committee appointed to examin the matter, Mr.S.appears, 
and acknowledges, he had given a deſcription of Peter Nor-f 
74s to Mr. Secretary about the latter end of ay laſt, and ac-9 
quainted him that he was told,this Man knew as muchof the} 
bottem of the Plor,as any in England, and was gone into Frame | 
| to fetch over a Prieſt ſuppos'd equally knowing. : 
'Tis not neceffary to entertain you withal thequeſtions, ve- 3 
; ry forreign to this matter, by ſome of the Committee put to- 
Mr.s. *tis enough to tell you that he truly, though perhaps nor ; 
ſatisfactorily, anſwer'd all, attended their pleaſures a»whole' 
week,. was thrice before them, once with Dr.D. from whom! 
as News he publickly had the ſtory, and after, the Deſcriptt- ! 
on, as the Dr. himſelf openly confeſs'd. I know not whether | 
it be neceſſary to acquaint you, that whatever account the. 
Dr. had, Mr. S's was not exact as to Nozris's bringing the 
| Prieſt into England, forit appear'd at the Committee by Pa- | 
| rs taken with Norris at landing, that he was to Condu& 
1 im to Anſterdam, to Sr. Y.r.then there, and that he had 
1 pretended tobe ſent by Dr. T. in conjunQion with the E, of 
| 


Sh. and another Noble Peer, that the Prieſt had been dead 1-1 
{| bove 8 Months, before tie began his Journey ; a Journey. ug- 
1 dertaken upon as good an account and ; ſure information, as 
that of a Juſtice of Peace of wef/minfter, who rid Poſt ico] 
Miles to bring alive from the Country {4 95, ana the Jeſuit, | 
Buried 12 Months before out of the Gatce-houſe. It happen'd 
theevening of that Day Mr. S. was Commanded to attend the 
Committee, I wasin Company with ſeveral Perſons, of Qua- 
| lity, when news was ſent that the E. of P. was carri'd to the 
Tower, and Mr.s, to the Gate-houſe, who in half an hour after 
camein himſelf, and guels'd the Perſon, and concluded whae 
the other cou'd not deny, that the ſtory was from one that 
wiſlyd it had been true, not out of Malice to Mr. 8.beyond his 
name a Stranger, but toa very great Perſon, After Mr. S's 
firſt 
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in unknown hands, without any name, the one direQed'to his 
JLodging,the other to the Royal Coffee-hoaſe ; the one in Friend- 
ſhip to three Perſons of Honour, his acquaintance, nam'd in 
*the Letter, adviſing him tofly, if he did not reſolve to'diſco- 
ver, as tohim at leaſt impoſſibilities againſt the D. the other 
{was more Terrible, tho' both mix'd with threats and promi- 
{miſes, and in this a place for receiving his anſwer, and after 
{for meeting «wo But theſe he look'd upon as bugbears; 
#fit only to work upon Children and Cowards, ES 
Having produc'd the Dr. who was his Author,helook'd up- 

on himſelf acquitted from any further trouble, yet ſome angry 
2? Perſons,difpleas'd a hole was not found in his Coat, offer'd 
| wagers he wou'd be lay'd by the Heels in ten days, of which, 
7 by two very great Perſons,notice was given him, with advice 


= 


4 =" to retire, at the Tria! of my Lord Stafford ; but refolv'd to 
nt the | 


encounter the worlt cou'd happen, he utterly reje&ed the 
Motion, | | 

On Thurſday, December 9, He found it was nolonger.-4 jeſt, 
for it was then order'd that Mr. S, *s and D. D's Papers ſhow'd 
be ſeiz'd, and themſelves brought in Cuſtody of the Serjeant 
at Arms to the Bar of the houle. In purſuance of this, fome 
Members were ſent to their Lodgings between 12 and 1, who 
coming to Mr. $. 's were told he was abroad , they meeting 
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d his Jrom of Norris's deſcription were ſhewn, which he acknow- 
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one of his Servants, ſent for him, who finding his Maſter-at 
the Coffee-houſe,acquainted him that Four of the Houſe of Com- 
I mons whom he knew not, ſtay'd for him ; hegoes to 'urum- 
mediately. They after a diligent ſearch for his Papers, tpoke 
of his being ſent for by a Meſſenger. He anſwer'd, that» was! 


{ unneceſſary to one that was ready to-wait on them! to their 


| houſe, whither as he was going, they met their -Officer,:and- 
took him into'the Coach. Mr. 8. not long after being call'd to: 
the Bar; was ask'd whether a Paper then ſhew'd him was his 
Writing : He anſwer'd it was not, then two lines at.the- bot- 


ledg'd. After ſome other queſtions he was. Commanded to. 


1990 


firſt Examination, he receiv'd by the Penny-poſt two Letters * 
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withdraw! and a Committee order'd to ſee the Serjeant ſearch} 
his pockets. But to prevent that trouble, Mr. S. had deliver'd} 
themall his Papers,{o that nothing cou'd be found fave a purſe? 
of Gold, out of which in order to be ſearch'd for Papers,more? 
Guinnies were ſaid to be tumbl'd, than it cou'd polfibly con-# 
tain. But excepting your Friends fortune, every Molehill re-: 


' lating to him was reputed a Mountain, and no doubt many! 


were big withexpecations what he ſhould bring forth, who 
was ſaid to have ſeveral Colemens in his belly ; and therefore! 
perhaps it was, that the Serjeant ſeat him to Lodge at a Mid- : 
wifes, where being laid, in ſpight of all art and labour, the 
long hop'd for,conceiv'd great iſſue, upon delivery, was found : 
dwind!'d to a Mouſe. Parturiunt montes — He was 4 or 5 times. 
at the Bar that day, and as often the next , his ſtory being 
matter of fa, was found to agree exatly with the Doctor's, : 
who was not {eldomer examin'd, and tho no crime was object- : 
ed, nor any information made, yet was he confin'd a cloſe | 
Priſoner, and the Meſſenger told, if he ſuffer'd his eſcape, his? 
own Life wou'd be in danger: an opinion, that cannot be ſuf- * 
ficiently admir'd by thoſe who conſider, that, had he any ap-" 
prehenſion of guilt, he might with eaſe have avoided that days ; 
fury. : 
The worthy Coll. 34. whom you knew in 1re/azd by the | 
Title of Capt. came1n to accuſe Mr. 8. but of a Circumſtance, i 
that if true, cou'd not amount to a Crime. Yet this ſeem'd fo © 
great, that the Gent, cou'd hardly bring it out in Mr. 8.*s. pre- | 
lence, whatever he had done before, uttering then his words / 
{alike a Mouſe in a Cheeſe, that the Speaker was forc'd twice | 
tocommand the raiſing his Voice. ; E 
After Mr. 8. was committed, great and narrow Enquiries + 
and Endeavours were made to find or make him more obnoxi- © 
ous; but in vain: His Innocence was his ſecurity from peril, | 
tho' not from charge and trouble. Among others, Doctor * 
Tonzue's Son in Newgate was examin'd, whom Mr. S. never 
ſaw, having induſtriouſly avoided all that were or ſtood rela- 
ted tothe Kings Evidence, The Servant-maid of his Lodg- 
ing 
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\giog was ſent for, not only tothe Bar, but to Cofze-houſes/and 
Taverns, promis'd and encourag'd, threatn'd and advis'd;; but 


t ſearch! 
liver d# 


a purſe® alas, ſhe cou'd not anſwer expectations. Even. 2 little young 
5,more? Girlof abour Eleven years old, not above Ten days his Ac- 
| y coN-% quaintance, was very {trictly Catechiz'd, concerning his Diſ- 
ull re- courſe and Converlation about the Parliament. Sure, theſe 
many; perſons beleivy'd him Maſter of none, or of much leſs under- 
» who! {tanding, than they have ſincereported him. | 

refore! - But: on Saturday following Dr. D.. who confe(s'd himſelf a 
| Mid-* &,C. was without Fees (tho? he was forc'd to pay then:) or Pe- 
Ir, the' <ition, diſcharg'd. Mr. $.-hearing of this, writes a long Letter 
found! to an honourable Member of the Committee, praying his 
times Lordſhip to repreſent to the Houſe what he thought moſt ma- 
being - terial. On Aonday his Lordſhip by an Order of the Houle was 
Qor's,* allow'dtoſee Mr. &. and bring him a Letter open'd by the 
bject-: SFpeaker, relating to a particular concern of another, from 


whence mighty Diſcoveries were expected, but they came to 
nothing. By this Member he pray'd to have liberty to ſpeak 
for himſelf the next day, but hearing nothing from him, he 
wrote to the Speaker on Tue ſaay, entreating he mig ht ap pear 
before them, and not ſuffer under ©4rb:trary power ſomuch 
dreaded from others. Hereupon Mr. Speaker xwas pleag'd on 
wedneſday the 15th, to have him ſent for ; being call'd in, he 
was told, if he had any Diſcovery to make, the Houſe was 
ready to receive it. To this hereply'd, That as to the Plor, he 
cou'd have none, but he had anotherrelating to'himſelf; v2z. 
To know what was his Crime, and who his Accuſers, and 
that he might according to the Lows of the Zand, anſwer'for 
himſelf. To this was ſaid, They knew his Parts were not'much 
{hort of the Perſon's he ſucceeded, and that he muſt not think 
to impoſe upon ſo great and wiſe an Aſſembly, by ſtudi*d words 
and Speeches, Mr. $, reply'd, If he cou'd, he wou'd not endea- 
vour by any Rhetorical flouriſhes to deceive them with Fal(- 
hoods 3 That he deſign'd nothing but Truth very plainly wor- 
ded ; That he hop'd their Juſtzce would give him leave to vin- 


. dicate himſelf, and ſhew the #nreaſonableneſs of running down 
B | a 


L10] 
a'Man + 7960 09s Sarmiſes and malicious Reports, or of con- 
- eludinghim guilty, before he was Heard or Convifted. Here- ! 
- wpon he'was order'd to withdraw, and after ſome ſhore De- | 
- batecall'd in, andallow'd the Favour he delir'd ; but with 
Caution, not to be tedious. Being thus permitted, he began | 
the following Speech, out of which he omitted very little, and * 
is the ſame in Subſtance with what he writ- in ſeveral Le##ers 
to Members of the Committee appointed for his Examination , 
vis. The Lord Anneſtey, Sir R. Clayton, and Sir Rewl. Gwih, 
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The Speech of M8.”Tho. Sheridan, after bis | 
Exammation "before the late Houle 'vf * 
Commons, 0z Wedneſday 7be 15th. 
of December, 1680. 


-1s, I confels Sir, a great Misfortune to fall under the 
. '& | Diſplcaſure of the Honourable Houſe. of Com- 
| mons, it is a Burden, no Man, tho? never fo great, 
is able to bear , It cannot then 'be a wonder, if fo 
inconliderable a Perſon, and of fo little ftrength as I, ſhou'd 
| bopp under the weight ; Not that I fear any Danger to-my 
|| Perſon, butgrieve for the wounds it Pres my Repuracion, | 
| whichI havealways valu'dabove my life, and that it might | 
be prelerv'd ſpotlels, I have ever made it my ſtudy to keep 4 
good Conſcience, void of Offence, towards God, and towards Man, 
And Therefore I little expected to be brought as a Crimiaal to 
This Bar, or any Tribunal. | 
- But, I am convinc'd, Innocence is no ſecurity againlit the 
Darts of Envy or Malice, and that he who will hazard his 
Body or his Soul, may take away the Life- and Fame of any 
one at pleaſure ; 'tis to men of ſuch principles Fowe my pre- 
feat Trouble : I do not ſay this to refle&t upon any Member of 
| this 
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thisGreat and Honourable Aﬀembly. My Evil isfrom with- 


out Doors, and 1 know the Authors; and the Contrivance, ſo 
well, thar, if it were convenient, I'con'd name them, atid 


? trace the whole Chain, Link by Liak, to the firft, hammer'd 


by Prejudice, and particular Intereſt. 
I do not wonder that, in the preſent Circumſtances, you 
thou'd have one Ear open to all reports that any way relate to 


| the publick, this is due to your Station, and to your Prudence ; 
| And becauſe Juſtice and your Honour require it, I as little 
; doubt your A other Ear for the Pleas and Defence, 
' of the Accugd, ort 

: Uponthis afſurance it is, that Iambold to beg, with all due 
: reſpetandreverence, that I may have liberty to ſpeak for my 
| felf without interruption. If you are pleas'dto grant me this 
> favour, I wilt uſe it as fully and briefly as I can, for -your ſatis- 
!  actionand my own vindication. 


tyon will Condema any Man unheard. 


I havebeen repreſented (T hope without offence I may fay, 


2 traduc'd, for ſoI can make it appear) for a perſon of no For- 
7 tune, a P4p4#, a fecond Colemen, and what is more rediculous, 
 tho' not more falſe; 2 Jefuit and the Duke's Confeſfor, 
2 - In ctearing my felf from theſe Aﬀperſions, I muft be forc'd, 
? roſay ſomething, which nothing bur neceſſity, that either has 
| none;'or breaks all Laws, can excnſe from vanity... As that: I 


was born a Gentleman, of one of the Antienteft Families, 


: and related to many Conliderable, in relavd, in one County 
: there is a Caſtle, #nd a large Demean, and in another a grea- 
7 tertradtof Land for ſeveral Miles together, yet known by our 
| Name. 1 need not who was the head or chief, 'tis tos 
| much'that my Grandfather was the laft rhat enjoy'd the 


Eftate, and that my Father, left an Orphan in the beginning 


| of King Fowe's Reign, foon found himlſelf diſpoſſels'd, and ex- 


d to the World, that whole County, with five others-in 


} ©O/ſer, being intirely efcheated to the Crown, My Parents 
5 Proteflamts, ray Mother a Gentlewoman of Exgland of [good 
{ Foreune, a Poſttr, who for my Fathers ſake, quitted her Coun- 

try and her Relations, both -—_— for their Loyal- 


ty. 4 
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ty and Sufffrings in the /ate Rebellion, when.my Father ſcap'd 
twice narrowly with his Life, and af laſt-was forc'd to fly, for 
relieving and protecting: both the Fortunes and Perſons of 
very many Exeliſh. | Bi tht | 
To my Birth I had a ſuitable Education; I have ſome flen- 
der pretence to Letters, am not altogether a Stranger to the 
Civil-law, nor the Laws of Enzlazd, the means intended for 
my Livelihood. +343: | 
' But, without my ſeeking or knowledge, ſome Friends pro- 
cur'd for me the Colle&orthip of ther Cuſtoms of. Cork, and 
the management of moſt of the lnland Revenue: of that 
County : This Imployment, and rhe Accidents attending it, 
together with that of the Eaſt-1ndia Prizes, and. others in the 
tft War with Hard, put into Kirſale, enabP'd me to bring 
for my own proportion of Advance-money, for the' preſent 
Revenne-Farm of 7relard, 95 32 1,as appears upon Record in 
the Chaxcery of England; and being by,a Brother 'of mine, 
then here, without my privicy or delire,. engag*d. in this 'un- 
dertaking, and a ſtranger to all the Partnerſhip, excepting 
one, June laſt was three years I fold my Intereſt for 4000 /. pro- 
fit. This MoneylI imploy'd in-Corporation and Church-Lea- 
ſes, in Mortgages, and other Securities, at 10. per cert, the In- 
tereſt of that Kingdom. And after this account, if I have no . 
viſible real Eſtate, I hope no man can doubt: but that I 'may 
live independent!y,tho? beſides, I happento be a younger Bro- 
ther, {o far from being a prejudice, that it's poflible to prove 
my advantage, being defign'd the Heir of two elder Brothers, ' 
who neither have, nor arelike to have any Children. -- The + 
Bills of Exchange, drawn, and remitted to and from' /re/and, + 
by Sir Fohn Frederick and Company, Mr. D. Arthur, and other © 
known Merchants, will ſhew my proper Fond, and no Man's 
Bounty, ſupported my Expences ; and therefore, becauſeI can : 
with great Truth, I do the more freely declare, That I neither 
have, nor ever had any Relation to the Duke or Dutcheſs of 
York, as a Servant or Dependant, a Sallary-man or Penſioner, © 
and was ſofar from ſucceeding Mr. Co/emay, that his Employ- * 
ment 7? 
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ment never enter'd into my Thoughts,taken up with Afﬀairs of 
a far different nature, My Journey to Flanders was no way. 
criminal, and in a great meaſure theeffect of curioſity; having 

before ſeen very little of that Covntrey, He/laxd, or Germany ,, 

and as I went not with the Duke, ſo my return in his Train 

was purely accident. | 

For my Religion, as I was born of Prote/tant Parents, fo 1 
was all along bred a Member of the Church of Enpland, and 
(by the Grace of God) will live and die in this Profeſſion - 
for it 15 not ſo much owing'to the chance of Education, as to 
my choice, being ſatisfi'd by Reaſon, - by Seripture, and the 
Laws of my Country, no incon{tderable Argument, that of 
all, it is the moſt purely Chriſtian. 

SinceI was ſeventcen years of: Age I have gone duly to 
Church, and ſeveral times 1n'every Year receiv'd the Sacra- 
ment ;' I did ſ6 twice while mn F/anders, as Dri Lake and Dr. 
Doughty (the Duke's Chaplains) and others'can witneſs; and 
I have done ſo ſix times ſince my rerurn thence; there are in 
this Honourable Houle that can teſtify ſome parr of this 
Truth. I have taken the Oathes of Allegiance and Suprema- 
cy eleven times, am ready to ſubmit ro all further injunRi- 
ons of Law in matters of Religion, have in Diſputes encoun- 
ter'd,tho*unwillingly,with many of the ſeveralOrders abroad, 
remain'd unſhaken in.my Principles ; This at Ghent, putting 
4 Jeſuit (more zealous than the reſt) into great Paſſion, made 
him pronounce me obſtinate, and declare, He cow'd ſooner bring 
over ten of the moſt rigid Phanaticks of England, than hipe' to 
make me a Proſelyte. Now if all this be not ſuificient to wipe 
off the imputation of Popery, Tconfel(s I am to' leek for a de- 

C. 4 Bo 
—— others 'tis objected, That by my Intereſt in his R. 
H.1 got my Brother madea Biſhop, in oppoſition to the Lord 
Lieutenant of 4rc/and, and contrary to Merir. To this I an- 
ſwer, That my Brother has been as much, and as injuriouſly, 
though not ſo publickly, defam'd as I; that be came off with 


. that a peek between two great Lords of that King- 
Honour, that a p : 5 __ 
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dom, and one of the greateſt of this, did not only preveat 


his being ſooner promoted, .but was the occaſionol his being 
beſpatter'd with many falſhoods and calumnies;; that few in 
Fu he deſerveit better ; that what he enjoys, he obtain'd 
not in oppoſition to, though without the recommendation ot, 
the chief Governour, nor by the mediation of the Duke, but 
of a great Miniſter, in the preſence of my Lord Biſhop of Zo»- 
don, from the King's immediate Grace openly ſhewn in Coun- 
cil, and with a particular mark of His Royal Fayour. ; 
I hope tis ao Crime to honour and revere the Duke as he 1s 
a Prince, or if a private Man to love and value his innate 
Worth and Qualities ; -or to have faid, as it is reported, (I 
wiſh nothing elſe had been with lefs Truth) That I wou'd ha- 
zard my Life and Fortune todo him any lawful and juſt Ser- 
vice: If it be a Crime,asI can no ways apprehend of the Bro- 
ther of my King,while publickly pray'd for in all the Church- 
e&s.of the three Kingdoms, I conte(s my felf guilty 5 But I am 
aot ſawedded to his Intereſts, as to efpouſe or purſue them, 
if he can have any ſuch, contrary.to the DNuty I owe, and ever 
__ pay, my Soveraign, my Country, my Religion, and my 


- And Ido here moſt folemaly proteſt, as I hope for Heaven, 
if I knew him in any inſtance a Coffpirator or a Traytor,, I 
wou'd aot only deteſt,but endeavour to bring him -to publick 
Juſtice, and if ever he can beprov'd a Criminal of this na- 
ture, I will have no more reſpect nor regard, but leſs, for him, 
than I wou'd for any common Offender. | And: therefore, 
without the hopes of Reward, or the fears of Puniſhment, I 
declare in the preſence of the Almighty, if I kaew- any parc 
of the Popiſb-Plor, or the Perſons concern'd in't, I wou'd long 
ſince have reveal'd the whole Contrivance :' Bur none in their 
leaſes can believe, that a known Proteſtent cou'd be made pri- 
vy-tg fuch a Conſpiracy ; to which, if neceſſary, might be 


added, that F was-in a Country remote from. that, where the 
. Deligqis ſaid $0 be hacch?d. R ; OY 


I own 
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Iown my (lf of extenſive a:Charity, as to love the per- 
fans of all honeſt Men, notwithſtanding their differing from 
me in opinion, about the Modes and Circumftances of Reli- 
gion, and to be for Liberty of Conſcience, when conſiſtent 
with the {afery of the ſtate, to all quiet and peaceable Diffen- 
ters z But when 'tis urg'd and made uſe of to other ends, or 
25 a Cloak for Rebellion or Treachery, I abominate all fuch 
Indulgence. | | 

But I will ao longer dwell on this Subje&, than to mind 
you of Collonel 31anſes miſtake or forgetfulneſs, when he in- 
forms this Honourable Houſe, That 772 or about July 1678. 1 
din'd at his Treat for a German Lord, in order to a Deſign of his up- 
on 4 Forretgn Command, and that 2.or 3 days after, Iſhou'd adviſe 
him jog | it, telling him the Bake wou'd very ſoon have occaſion 


for ſuch Offcers, Firſt, I do ſay, to have ſaid (o was no Crime; 


| 'But I eaſily ſee through this Artifice, 'tis to ſerve as an argu- 
: meat, that F underſtood ſomewhat of the Plot, of which 1 am 


as ignorant as any man living,beyond what Ihavelincelearnt 
from the Prints and publick Fame. In the next place, I do ut- 
terly deny I ever faid the words, becauſe I do not know the 
Duke had any ſuch Deſign, and amcertain I connot invent. 
Beſides, by many circumſtances, needleſs here to mention, 
that Dinner was after the Courts return from #7izdfor, and 
coalequently after the breaking forth of the Plot. Idefire the 
Gentleman wou'd recolle& himſelf; at that time he was very 
great and intimate with a Roman Catholick, #. N. from 
whom if he heard not the words, asT am not apt toimagine, 
I amconfident he dream'd them, * He cannot be ignorant that 
I knew why he was disbanded in 1re/azd, &c. and that I al- 
ways declin'd,not only as having no Intereſt, but asunwilling. 
for other reaſons, to introducehim to the Duke, as he often 
preſs'd , and therefore he made his application to others, but 
with as 111 ſyccels. | 

And now give me leave, I beſcech you, Mr. Speaker, toanl- 


: wer an Objection, that I ſhou'd have preſcribd a way how 


| the King ſhou'd live without Parliaments : I am fo-far from 


: [| ul 
- > o 
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entertainiog ſuch a thought;that I ever eſteem'd the Conſtitu- 


tions of Enz/and by King, Lords and Commons, the happieſt 


kind of Goveroment-in the world ,. and if the diſcourſe called, 
The Riſe and Power of Parliaments, &c, be mine, of which many 
will have me the Author, the reading it, wou'd be of this a ſut- 
ficient Confutation : In that, Parliaments are magaifh'd, their 


power rather enlarg'd than leſſen'd, and their frequent meer- 


1ngs recommended as moſt conventent. 

Ina word, whatever Character my Adverſaries have given 
of me, I am not a Proteſtant in Maſquerade, T can neither Lie 
nor Diſſernble, I am really what I profels, and as the word is 
commonty taken, no lover of Arbitrary Government, in any 
ſingle or comp!icated Body. | | 

As to the Letter ſubſcrib'd by F:tz-James, Idoſincerely pro- 
teſt I have no Acquaiatance with any of the Name, nor ever 
ſaw the Hand before, nor the intended Meflenger C. who not 
finding me, left it with the Maid-Servant : Bur, in this there 
is;nothing Criminal, : ; 51 
- As to the Computations, they are a Tranſcript from a Pa- 

er of Sir Peter Petts, containing the number'of Conformiſts, 
eats, and Papilts, throughout Ezg/and, taken by 
the Biſhops order, in, or about the time of the' General 1ndal- 
gence, and by him produc'd preſently after the P/f, upon the 
talk that there were fifty thouſand Papitts, able to bear Arms, 
within Tewp/e-Bar and about Weſtminſter ,./ a number near | 
double-to what, at the taking this ſurvey, they were found, 
Men, Women and Children,in the whole Kingdom, 

For the Copy of my Couſin wilfons writing, Iconfeſs it the 
only thing I endeavour'd to evade, having ingenuouſly, and 
without reſerve an{wer'd all other queſtions. That individual 
Paper never ſaw betore the preceding night, when meeting 
it in the Drawer of my Bed-Chamber, (always open, whether . 
Iam at home or abroad) I laid it uppermoſt. with purpoſe of | 
inquiring how he came by it, and whether he knew the Au- | 
thor; but not ſeeing him till next day in preſence of the Mem- ? 
bers ſent to ſearch my Lodgings, I cou'd not ask him, and was : 


UMI - 


appieſt 
called, 
1 many 
s a (at- 
I, their 


 INECt- 


given 
her Lie 
vord 1s 


in any © 


ly pro- | 


Yr ever - 


ho not 


there © 


a Pa- 2 
rmilts, : 
cen by * 
Inanl- | 
n the : 
Arms, 
r near | 
ound, * 


1t the ? 
7, and : 
v1dual : 
eting 
iether - 


oſe of : 
> Au-} 
Mem- 2 
J was } 


UMI - 1990 


i 


7 Turprizdto have fo Indiſcreet and Refledive 2 Paper found in 
nſfitu- © 
' before; Ffound another of rhe ſame Contents,. in ar oldctab- 
/ ' bed hand, to meunknown';! whichafter I had fead; and'con- 
' cludedit mi 


his haitd, and among mine” 'Tis true, that about three weeks 


poflibly be left by ſome of my Acquaidtanee 
in their Viſits, and being unable to guels at the perſon, not 
knowing how long it had layn there, being dated above a 
Month before, I immediately threw it into the Fire, Yet in 
this Paper, which has made lo great a noiſe, there is neither 
Felogy nor Treaſon ; and being the! A& of another, and ne- 
ver by mepublih'd, having neither Sub, nor Super, Sctipti- 
on, nor. Writ to;;nor from me, nor Copy'd by my order, cat- 
not,I preſume,be a Libel,nor I hope imputed to me, ro whom 
1 came perfeftly by Accident : If it were lawfull to ſpeak ones 
gueſſes from 4he Contents, it ſhou'd ſeem to haveicome froma 
Learned Gentleman, one of your own Members, then! ifvthe 
Country, skild' in the Spazifh Tongue, to which' both'my 
Couſin and I are perfect ſtrangers ;. nor was either of us, out 
of Londox: then, or for ſome time before. If I cow'd as well hit 
uponthe'Perfon,as.his Quality, I wou'd give a more fatisfactob 
ry accountofthis-matter 5 arid: hope this Honourable Aſſer- 
bly will the fooger eredir-me,when they reflect, thar upon ſees 
ing another Paper of my Kinſmans writing, I wow'd not by 
a Lie deny this to'be-his hand. | 
As for my writing to'Mr. Gadbury, I refer my ſelfto the Let- 
ter in Sir Pilla Waller 's hands : I have told-you the acciden- 
ral occaſion ;I defir'd from/him, (whoſe Acquaintance I'knew 
large, ———— Members of that Parliament) the molt 
material of publick News , I neither ask'd for Schemes or Ft- 
gures, I'haye ever laugh'd at the idle and ridiculous Art of Ju- 
dicial Aſtrology, invented, atleaſt praQtis'd, to impoſe upon, 
and pick the Pockets of the Ignorant and the Credulous;” : 
And now as to the Cauſe of my Commitment :: The fto 
Dr.D. told meas News, of Peter Norrs his knowing'ad ftiuelt 
of the Plotas: any man in'Frg/end, his goIng, or” betn&'-goue 
into Frerce to fetch a Priett to _ Ww«aels, I can'only ſay, as 
near 


a - — 


rod | 

- niearasI remember, I gave the ſame account to Mr. Secretary; Þ 

-not as an Informer, but as News ;- for not being look'd upon ! 

.asſuch,” I was notdeſir'd to Swear, nor cow'd I to a hear-ſay. * 
In this I call:Heaven to witneſs I had no Siniſter deſign, but 
an Honeft intention of having the full Truth brought to 
Light : Nor do I know, nor have Fany reaſon to believe, that 
Mr. Sesretery's after proceedings were from any other princi- 
ple. Upon my telling him the Name of Norrs, and his ſaying 
- he had never before heard it, and commanding me to ſend the 
Doctor to him, or the others Deſcription, As ſoon as F met 
with the Door, which was ſeveral days after this Diſcourſe, 
and he as not knowing Mr. Secretary, refuſing to go, I delir'd 
from him the Deſcription, which ſometime after he brought 
me, Igave or ſent to Mr, Secretary, for I cannob tell whether. 
But of this I am certain, that all I knew of the Aﬀeair, was 
from the DoQor only; and that I never communicated it to 
aQy, but Mr. Sceretary, and that by what I writ under the De- 
{cription.appears to be near-a Month after Norris his departure; 
and conſequently cou'd not be defign'd to ftop his Journey, or 
prevent the Prieſts coming over, or obſtru& rhe fuller diſco- 
very of the Plot, which no man living defires more. than. my 
lelf, believing it the Intereſt of every honeſt Subjet and Pro- 
teftant, (but of which number I cannot be excluded) to have 
all in't, from the higheſt to the loweſt puniſh'd according to 
merit ; and:that tranquility it has ſo long diſturb'd, re-ſettl'd 
inthe Kingdom : And now E hope-none of the Members of 
this. Honourable Houle can imagine I cou'd be guilty of fo 
Korrid a Crime,as having any knowledge of the Prieſts being 
poilonY, as is ſuſpeed, orgiven out he might be. I am fo 
ignorant of this, or any part of the Conſpiracy, that Iido nos 
to much deſpiſe, as decline, becauſe not needing it, thegene- 
rots offer of Mr. Speaker, or other Members Interceflion-for 
my Pardon :, Lacknowledge, as I ought the Favour with all 
fitting reſpect, but Ithank God, Fam lo Innocent; that I'dare, 
3s now kdo,challenge the whole World, to make out one par- 

tcular, where in Word or Action,. inthe whole courſe of my 
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7 fe, Thavedoneor ſpoken falfly, or unjuſtly ; and yet no man 
7 everſufferd-moreCalumaies without any cauſe, or'the leaft 
* ſhadow of Truth, beyond the witty malice of thoſe, whoſe 
» * Eyes '#reblinded; and Conſciences'ſear'd by Envy' and Inte- 
| teſt, who from pretended Friendsare become my real Adver- 
: faries, contrary to Reaſon and Juſtice. But further, none can 
| believe I cou'd keep any dangerous Correſpondence, when its 
| well known that for thele three years and a halfall my Letters 
| _ 80 otherwiſe' Directed, than for me at the Royal Coffer- 
' bouſe. | | | 


| | Beſides it appear'd at the Committee by Norris his own Pa- 


| pots, that this Prieſt Dowdzll, (whoſe Name I never heard be- 
' 0 


re,) died September laft was twelve month, eight months be- 


fore Theard was ſuch a man in the World as Norris, 'and - 


: at a time. when I was in another Country. And fince you 


: have thought fit to acquit Dr. D. who was my Author and 


4 Principal, and who own'd himſelf a Roman Catholick, I hope 
: you will not think it equal, that Ia known ſincere Proteſtant, 


/ and but an Acceſlary, ſhould ſtand Committed, and Commit- 
| ted after ſuch a manner, as neither Felon nor Traytor, not on- 
ly Accus'd; - but Convicted, cou'd ſuffer a cloſer Confine- 
$ ment, | -:: c Im; 

'\-. And here,: Mr. Speater, I intreart your leave to ash Pardon; 
1 if at the Committee my Behaviour has offended any of the 
1 Members of this Honourable Houſe, and to ſay, whatever 
2 heat I expreſs'd, was the effe& of 'Paſſion, to which T was 
2? mov'd, by hearing ſeveral of them in publick, as at Lickeves 
/ and other Eating and Coffe-Haſes, had call*d me Papiff, and a 
] ſecond-Coleman, with other Aſperſions I cou'd' not bear with- 
] out Reſentment :- To this was added my being commanded a 
! Meſſenger for Dr. D. (an Office beneath me, and wherein I 
: cou'd not. expe to; be. ſuccesful, not knowing whether he 
3} wou'd appear without Compulſion. I hope'it will not bear- 
7 counted an;unexpiable Crime for a Gentleman of more Years 
7 and Diſcretion, than IT can preterid 'to,'to ſhew - himſelf* di- 
? ſturb's at a conceiv'd A Afﬀront; and 4a hopes it 
: 2 may 
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on'd/your 


pers, Ecold him I wou'd rot hide one, nordilpute their Pow- 


- $:though L bad heard others.did-;' and tharehe Seizing Clo- 


of-3 Report made by/fuitice #areap ac) this Bar, "and (prend at 
Caffer Houſes ; that hethou'd/have $earolfd Mr. Sheriduns Lodg: 


he' 
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Hemeverwasiaming, but ar My: 8rwnetty's Houle,” aff tHAllih- 
Merbtiant;| whole Books choſe. muſt hive been ;- add” ths 
fore I hope this was ſome-Clarks, rather thug his" 
-:Andinowlinceno/Mancan be' plac beyond each 
Malice,-andthe Devices of the Wicked, and that 1 happen. 
vo be. brought hither as a ſfuppos'd-Criminal, T.'am extream!y 
pleUT-havethe good fortnne'to meer with o wilt and qu: 
Judges, as compoſe this Auguſt and Honourable Alleinbly 
vet Lamiſofar from fears, that I door doubr;” Bur upor 


KI 25 
% © 
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i1dvantag?d;'and therefore 1 


Ng. 
ſhow'd be a Crime 'deſerving {o fevere' a Treatment,” as the. 
Commirmentof a' Young: Gentleman of the 'Temple,, who, 
Though heown'd i his Hand, andgeclar'dhe Tranſcrib'd it. 
for his:own Uſe; -as a thing Pleafing and Witty tn the” Stfle 
and Compolition, was yer norwirhiteeng orintia ba | 
their Pretence) to Write 7hr4e or Por Lines; Which wok: a: = 
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| withthat Spred, that they cau'd got but be ſatisfy'd he did not | 
Count text. "Some. Malicious Perſons will have it; that his | 
Crime was, his Relation to Mr. $heriden. : - - E-rac 


_- 


"ST" 


At this Committee, both the Uncle, and the Nephew were 
treated, firſt Civilly, and after Rovghly-enough; the One 
threatned with the P:llory &c. the Other with an: iatended' 
Report to the Houſe, of his being a very dangerous Perfon. To 
whichhereply'd, That he was ſorry ſuch an Opinion was taken up, 
without any Ground ; that he cou'd not prevent their Pleaſure'; 
only deſir;d, They would do. as they would bedone untds 
and'confider, that be was as true 4 Proteſtant, as any in the. Church 
4 Englarid; and as Honeſt 4 Man, as any in the Kingdom; that 

e Defy d the diſproving of either of thoſe. Two Truths ; and. if 
ſuch Men were Dangerous, none were otherwiſe, but Fools. and 
Knaves, But what-ever was the Caule, 'tis obſervable,:that 
this Report was never made, tho' the Committee Sate: Tharſaay 
the Sixteenth of December. APUENG rb ITO 

Aﬀter this, he was oftea told by ſeveral Perſons, That.:they 
heard, his Name wou'd be inſerted amongſt the Papiſts,. in the de- 
fign'd Bill of Baniſhment : An Artifice 100 weak to- frighten: 
one of leſs Courage, who cou'd not but be afſur'd, ſo unrea- 
ſonable a Clauſe was unlikely to paſs the whole Hoſe of . Cor- 
085; Or, if it ſhou'd, it wou'd not the Ring and L02Ds3: 
the J_ Conſeryers of Jultice, and the Supreme Tribunal of 
England, | 

Having ſtood Committed F:ifteex Dayes,' at great and ex-' 
ceſlive Charges, and after all Inquiries and Searches, nothing/ 
Criminal being found againſt him , he was by ſome Friends, 
as well Members as others, together with his Coſio,;that they 
meg not ſeem Stubborn, prevail'd upon to Petition for their 

| Releaſement. ; . but to no purpoſe, ſome: angry: Adembers 'oppo- 
ſing the Reading of their Petitions, I am conddent, this cou'd 
not be the Senſe, becauſe not agreeable:to the Juſtice, tho? per-. 
haps to the Ordersand Rules, of the whole Howſe ; yet there- 
upon they were laid afide. l 

Mr. Sheridey, having now tog much Cauſe to conclude, he 
was not like to be Releas'd during that Sefor, fince it was 
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| not in his Power to anſwer the ExpeRations or Deſires of 


ſome Perſons, reſolv'd to ſeek his Remedy by a Habeas Corpar, 
upon-a Statute lately, made, to- prevent Illegal and Arbitrary 
Impriſoameants ;' from which, if he cou'd not be freed, he 
hop'd from the Twelve Judges, and the Chancellor, if refus'd, 
to recover 87x Thouſand Five Hundred Pounds Penalty, to Sup- 
port and Eaſe his Expence. But the Dread of the Houſe of Com- 


: mons wou'd not iuffer any of the: wany CounſeHors: or Sollici- 
2 tors heconlulted, to.mtermeddle in the Matter. : Nevertheleſs; 
: he was notdiſcourag?d, but of himſelf purſu'd it; tho? with- 
2 out Precedent, and contrary to the Advice of moſt of his 
! Friends. Lam loathto tell you; how very Nicely, ſome ſay 


: Fearfully , the Judges proceeded in this Aﬀair; moſt defiring 
+ further time, and after avoiding being;ſpoken with,unwilli 
: ta Deny, and not daring to Grant. But were Unjuſt, if I did 


__ & notlet you know, that lome wanted not courage; as my Lord 


* Chancelor, Sir Thomas Jones, Six Job Charleton, and Sir Richard 
* Weſton, who as oblig'd by Law and Conſcience; his Oath, and 
2 a late Statute, to his immortal Honour, at the firſt word gran- 
A ung the Writ, made further Application tothe others, unne- 
2 cellary. © Sir #i//:ams Dolben, and: Baron Gregory, were out of 
: Town, or unconlulted, Of the reſt F will {ay no-moreat 
preſent; only tell you, Mr. Sheridaw-is advis'd to bring{'his 
1Action againſt ſeveral, particularly againſt Sir Francis North, 
Jand Judge Raymond :. The lai of thele two thinking fit to ask: 
the Commons advice, in this-particular inftance of. doing that 
Juſtice toa Subje&, which all Fudges are ſworn neither to Dexy- 
mor De/ay. An Ac of an extraordinary Nature,and without: 
Precedent, for a Judge to expect Directions in the Execution 
Sf his Truſt, from the Houſe of Commons; who are no Court:of 
Fudicature, and: who, if the Caſe had beemdubious, as here 
Himſelf confeſs'd it was not, ought rather to apply himſelf to 
the reſt of the Judges,to His Majeſties moltHonourable Privy- 
Touncil, or to the Houle of Lords ,, the laſt Reſort of Appeals 
a the Kingdom. | CES | 


he had done nothing; worthy the Forfeiture. 


3 C24] 

\ Twill pals by this Judge's Servantsdenying his being with- 
in, and ſending (as I am iaform?d) for Sir Thomas S1ringur, a 
Juſtice of the Peace, to:examine the Gentleman that Sollici- 
ted Mr. Sheridarx's Buſineſs, and the Witnefſes; whether they 
were Pzoteſtants, and wou'd rake the Daths of Alleat- 
ANce, 8&c. which they, being Members of the Church of Exz- 
laxd, offer'd to do, to his great wry (Ks; LITE Us 

At teogth, after Twefve Days itrugling with Difficulties, 
not only-with the Judges, but wich infertovr Officers, the Sey- 
Jeant at Arms 'was fery'd with the Habeas Corpar,- who there- 
with acquaints the Houſe : They, after #hyee days Debate, and 
thrice reading over the Statute, finding all forplain, con'd not 
but leave the Serjruzt in Obedience to the Writ, te carry his 
Priſoner before the Judge; who appearing with Mr. Sherzdan, 
the. Baron took the: Names of: #hree (ubſtantial Perfons,by Hin 
produc'd for Baily. declaring he word ſend to the Speaker and! 
Atitorney-General., and'if on 2Hvz2day following (the utmoſt 
time allow'd:bythe Ac ). nothing more appear'd againft the 
Priſoner, he ſhou'd: then between rhree and four a Clock re- 
ceive.the benefit of his Habess Corps, ' But the P2ozogation 
in the Morning prevented the Execution of the Baron's toten- 
tions, and ſer Mr. Sheriden and his Kinſman {or at liberty, | 
afteralmoſt fve Weeks five. Confinement , who, in af | 
probability, had lain'ia Cuſtodydguring that Seffton, how long © 
ſoeyer, if a Habeas: Corpus had nor beenithen procur'd: Upon - 
which, after Mr. Sherifaz had been difcharg'd, his Kinfman 
expected: likewiſehis Relcaſement ; there berng no hopes his 
Petition wou'd: be. read, ftnce fo often oppos'd by Mr. C. cho# 


= 


Mr.Godolphin, upon whoſe account he's faid'to have been com- 3 
mitted,ſent word he was ſorry he thow'd on his ſcore be fo great? 
aSuffererz and promis'd,. upon any-others Motion, to ſecond? 
that for his Liberty: Of which, many of that'Houle thooght? 


» bu 


. And becauſe: you. have/heard-by thewwritten Votes, that i | 
did not appear to Baron ”eſton,that Mr. Sheridan was comtiiit- 
ted by the Houſe of Commons, when he granted the Writ, you 
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Have here ſub-joyn'd a true Copy of his Petition, and warrant | 
thereunto annex'd, and deliver'd to the Baron. —_— 


OE" 


To Sir Richard Weſton, Knight, One of the Barons 
| of His Majeſties Court of Exchequer. 
The Humble Petition or Requeſt of Thomm#s Sheridan, 


Sheweth, _ R | 
7 Hat Your Petitioner was on the Ninth of December 
laſt, Committed by one and the ſame Warrant, and up- 
0n the ſame Account, with Dr.D..(who was Releasd with- 
in Two Days after)into the Cuſtody of the Serjeant arArms, 
attending the Houſe of Commons. That Your Petitioner 
humbly conceives he ought to be Bail'd, neither” Felony, nor 
Treaſon, nor any other Crime, nor Breach of Priviledge, be. 
ing laid to his Charge ; as by the Copy of the Warrant of hes 
Commitment here-unto annexed, does appear. 
 Hetherefore. Humbly prays, - to have 
His Majefties Writ of Habeas Cor- 
.p#x,according to the Statute made 
1riceffams Primo of the nowKING. 


| And Tour Petit ioner ſhall Pray, 8c. 


The Copy-.of the WARRANT. 

> Uerrtue of an D2der of the Conimons of England, 
Fxlembled in Parliament, this Day mave, Theſe 
' * aretoWill and Require you to keep in ſafe Caſfo- 
dy-the-Bodies of Yr. Sheridan, and Br. D. ſeparately * 
andapart,DURING THEPLEASUREOEF THE | 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. And you are not to fuf= |: 
fer 02 admit any Perſon to them, r than ach as ; 
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All 


| 


Ethall have Drcacion to brin | 
'\Þ pour ſo doing, this ſhall be yonr Warrant. Hereof fail 
- Pou not> as yon will anſwerthe Contrary at your Pe- 


||! Statwres, andoth.r the goad Laws, and Statutes of this Realm to 


x tbem Neceſlaries ; And foz 


il. Given under my Hand the Nzzth Day of December,1680, 
William Williams, Speaker. 


To Johns Topham, Eſquire, Serjeant at Arms, &«. 


It is very obvious, and natural to obſerve from recounting 
to you this Caſe, thatthe Gzeat Charter-of England, or 
PDagua Charta, was little thought of, or that I am much 
miſtaken in its meaning ; ſince nothing is more-expreſly for- 
bid, than that any Man ſhou'd be Impriſon*d, or Difſeiz'd of 
any part of his Free-hold, Goods, or Chattels (among which, 
are to bereckon'd all things a Man is Lawfully poſleſt of, whe- 
ther Letters, Papers, or other Matters) without due proceſs 
of Law. | By 25 Edw.3.c.4. it was EnaQted, { That none ſhall be 

| '. takenby Petition or Suggeſtion made to the King, 

* The Parliement is or to þzs * Council, unleſs it be by Indictment, or 
mc eÞ weFk 'S* Prefentment of good and lawful People of the ſame 
' Neighbourhood, where ſach Deeds be done in due 

manner, or by Proceſs made by Writ Original at the Common: Law , 
and that none be put out of his Franchiſe, or Free-hold, unleſs he be 
auly brought in to anfwer, and fore-ſudged of the ſame, by the 
Courſe of the Law, And 28 Eaw,. 3.c.3. itis Ordain'd, That 
no Man, of what Eſtate, or Condition ſoever he be, ſhall be put 
out of his Lands and Tenements, nor taken, nor impriſoned, nor 
diſ-tnherited, without being brought in to Anſwer by due Proceſs of 
Law. 42. Eaw, 3.6. 3. 'tis Decreed; That ne-Man be put to 1n- 
ſwer without Preſentment before Juſtices, or Matter of Record, or 


by due Proceſs, and writ Original, according to the Old Law of the 


Land: And if. any thing be done tothe contrary, it ſhall be void in 
Law, and holden for error, Likewſe, in the Petition of Right, 
3 Car,x.c.x, *tis Complain'd of by the Commons, as a great 
Grievance of the Subjet, That againſt the Tenor of the ſaid 


that 
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that.end Proviaea, divers of His, Majeſties Subj ets have bh I D | 
wpriſozed Without auy Caule hewedz and when fold 
their Deliverance, they were brought be- gy of 

fore Juſtices, by His Majeſties, * Writs of ch by, 4 
Habeas Corpis, there to undergo and re- aac aol ne ? 

ceive, as the Court ſhould, Order, and. not half fo full and ex: 
their Keepers Commanded to Certify the preſs,as the late Statute. 


Cauſe of their Detainer 3 no Cauſe | 
was Certified, but that they were Detained by His Majeſties 


Special Command. And 37 Ev. 3: c. 18. %is Enaged, 
That though it be Oxggined in the Great Charter, that no Man be 
Taken; wor Impriſoned, nor pat out of his Free-hold, without Pro- 
ceſs of the Law , nevertheleſs, divers People make falſe Suggeſtions 
zo the King himfelf, as well for Malice, as otherwiſe, where the 
King # often Grieved, and divers of the Realm put in Damage, 
againſt the Form of the ſame Charter : Wherefore it is Ordai- 
ned, That all they who make ſuch Suggeſtions, ſhall be ſent with 
the ſame Suggeſtions before the Chancellor,. Treaſurer, and his 
Grand Council ; and that they, find there Surety, to purſue their 
Suggeſtions, and incur the ſame Pain, that the pri prayyy have 
had, if Attainted, incaſe that his Suggeſtion be found Evil, Or 
as it is alter'd in the following Parliament, 38 E4.3.c.9, Itis 
Aſſented, that if he that maketh the Complaint, cannot prove his 
intent againſt the Defendant,he ſhall be Commanaed to Priſon, there 
to abide till he hath madt gree to the Party of his Damages, and of 
the Slander that he hath Suffer 'd by ſuch Occaſion ; and after ſhall 
make Fine, and Ranſom to the King. In the Statute 16 Car, 1. c, 
10. *tis: Declared; That the Reaſons for putting down the 
Star-Chamber-Court, was not only founded on their Proceed- 
ing contrary to former Statutes; but that it was alſoan intol- 
lerable Burden to rhe Subject, that the Remedies for all Cau- 
ſes, might be had in the ordinary Courts of Juſtice , and that 
it was the means for introducing Arbitrary Government, 

I fay then, if rhe fame things are Exercis'd, and the Cau- 
ſes remain any where elſe, they are equally to be Diſcounte- 
nanc'd, and Explode'd by King and Parliament, and all Free- 

D 2 born 


* Which by the by, 8; 


|} —SornSubjeQs.: Andif the Kizg*s Officers or Miniſters, . from 
|| 7 the Higheſt to the Loweft, do any Illegal A, though by 
| 7 "the King's expreſs Command, they themielves become . Cri- 
i i/ minal ; it cannot be ſuppos'd, that any Officer of any Court 
'' whatever, or Power inferior ta His Majeſties,can have a grea- 
il ter Latitude ; but that whoever Executes any unlawful Com- 
mand to the Prejudice of his Fellow Subject, muſt be Anlwe- 
rable to the Party agriey'd, and lyable to make him Satisfactt- 
an ; notwithſtanding any Illegal Warrant whatſoever. 

He that Confiders Hg Arne Charge of One Pound, Six Shit- 
tings, and Eight Pence per Diem, Fees to tfiE'Serjeant, and his 
- Meflenger, beſides Diet, and Lodging at Pleaſure, will believe 
no Man ought to Stiffer under that Puniſhment;but « ew good 
Grounds, and in conformity to former Laws, without the 
Acculers giving Security for Pxoſecution. and anſwering Da- 
mages, if the Party prove himſelf Injur'd. - *Tis a. known: 
Maxim in our Laws, that Carcer 4s ad cuſtodiendos, non ad pu- 
atendos homines, before Tryal or Conviction ; which. was fo: 
far from being Mr. Shexidan's Cale, that he was Committed, 
During Pleaſure to a Chargeable Coofinement, without 
Cauſe Alledg'd, or apy Information! upon Oath , whichis 
very Remarkable; if we confides Norr:,*s Caſe, which was. 
Votcd by the ſame Houle, that reſtrain'd Mr. Sheridan in this 
manner, Illegal and Arbitraxy, becauſe there was neither 
information upon-Oath, nor Crime Specifid, and ſure, no 
Man can conclude the Commons may do that againſt a Subject, 
which the X/zg cannat, without ſame Steatute,giving the one 
that Power, which is Deay'd by all to the other. But, as the 
King can do no Wrong, though his Officers may, ſaTam con- 
rent to admit, if they- Challenge the ſame Priviledge,that the 
Houſe of Commons may be always in the-Righe, provided they 
allow, that in the Execution. of their Injuactions, fome cf 
theix Members, and Miniſters, may not; though the whole 
Body may be exempt, yet thole do run the hazard of being 
call'd to an Account. 

[ amcertain, 'twas in order to Vindicate the Right _—_ 
ub-- 
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, from: Khjed; as well asto retrieve his own Liberty, and free him =. © 
gh by Blf from Charge, Mr. Sheridan attempted the Habeas Corpus ; | 
e Cri- FMotion, that no doubt offended ſome, though not the 
Court @ſintereſſed part of the Nation, nothing tending more to 
2 grea- ſhe advantage of the People, and the oppolition of Arbitrary 
Com- Power, at leaſt equally to be contended againſt in the Com- 
n{we- Mons, as in the King, by every free-born Subje&., who if ne- 
&cſlity makes him a Slave, and he have the Liberty to. chuſe, 
| gught and muſt prefer one Maſter to many. And tho it 
c Shif- gas three ſeveral days debated in the Houfe , and that fome 
d his grere of -gpinion , the#®Act was not deſign'd in favour of any 
elieve by them Committed , the contrary was fo plain from the 


g00d Words, that it was never brought'to a Vote. And Iam in- 
t the form'd, that one of the moſt Eminent and Defervedly Lead- 
» Da- IÞg menof the Houſe, a Manager of my Lord S7affords Tryal, 
own. Mr. ?. advis'd their proceeding according; to Law, in a Caſe 
4 pu- Where the Right of the Subject was ſo Nicely concern'd'; and 
as ſo: Awhich was indeed, or might be,every Erelfþ-ma'sin which 
tted, Preſent and future Ages were equally intereſſed, and in which 
hout @Þ Vote, not having at all the force of a Law,nor the expoſition 
chis. ®f a Statute, might not only Refle&, but make them Odious to 
was. All the World : An advice, which all the People in the King- 
this Hgom ought to acknowledge with Gratitude z nothing betng 
ther Wore certaialy the true Intereſt of the Nation, than to keep al 
 no- things within their proper Bounds and Channels, the King 
ject, Tocontinue to Both Houles of Parliament, what the Lords 
one Have by Fundamental Conſtitutions alwaiesS enjoy'd, and the 
the K@ommons by their conſtantly renew;'d Petitions my receiv'd 
on. Fromthe Kings Favour, their accuſtomed Right, and Priviled- 
the Fes; and neither Lords nor Commons to- Eatreach upon, gr 
hey Soffer violation to any of their Soveraigns Prerogatives, which 
of ACasthe great Coke ſayes) are as muck-the Peoples Safety as,the 
ole JKings Honour, + | nite 14, 
ing #$ Andindeed it were highly prepoſterc | Kin 
Jis the Fountain,Spring and Head of Law and. Juſtice, ſhoak 
the Fbeconcluded by this at, and the Commons ſhould not, who- 
1þb.. # are: 
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" are the. Laweſt part in the Legiſlative Power.and who have 
" no manner of pretence tg Judicature, nor (by Original Right) 
even their own Members as is conſonant to Realon being all 
equal, and as ſuch, having no more Power over one another, 
than Hartford-ſpire has over Eſſex, or Oxford over Cambridge, 
agreeable to that known Maxim in our own, and the Laws off 
al Nations, Paribus in pares nen datur poteſtas, It plainly ap- 
pears, that the Puniſhments of breach of Priviledge againſt 
any of the Commons, ,was order'd, upon their applications, 
by the King or Lords, and never any by themſelves inflicted! 
before the latter end of King Hezry thgEighth's Reign, when 
the caſe of Ferrers, becauſe extraordinary, was refexr'd to 'um 
by the Lords, as you will fee in Cromptorws Juriſdition 0 
Courts. And at thisday 'tis certain, the Commons can force! 
none into the cuſtody of their Serjeant, but 1n the caſe of Re-! 
fraftory Perſons are under a neceſlity of begging the Kings: 
aſſiſtance, as 1s plain not only from Mr. S:owe/'s refulal ro gol 
along with their Meſſenger ;: but likewiſe from their printed} 
Votes of the 87h of this inſtant Ja»uary, concerning Sir John 
Lloyd, &c. However, fince conceſſion or continued uſage 
have given them Power over their own Members, or over! 
others guilty of Breach of Priviledge, ler them in Gods name} 
enjoy it {till ; but let ther not Vote any thing they pleaſe a 
Breach of Priviledge, ſince they areknown,and no other than? 
what they ask at the beginning of every Parliament from the} 
King's Grace, and are recorded, as firſt beg'd in| Heary the 
Eighth's days by Sir 7homws Moor, then Speaker. To a&qther- 
wile, is to ſet up an Arbitrary Power, never to be endur'd by ? 
any.E»gl;h Man, unlefs the moſt deſpicable of Cowards ang 
Betrayers of his-Country-Liberties, For, as the Commons ! 
are the: Repreſentatives of the Nation, ſo they are choſen to | 
defend, not invade their own, when' out of that ſtation, as ? 
well as the Peoples, Priviledges.” © | 
-.: While this Proceſs was. on foot, Mr. Sheridan had many Ad- | 
dreſſes and Adyices to Petition a [econd time ; which he not | 
only refus'd before at the Serjeants inſtance, but after alſo at 
| | Ya» that 
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hat of others; and that you may be fully. fatisfi'd of ' this | 
Truth, read the following Letter on this occafion- to one of | 
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Aving been inform'd, firſt by the Serjeant of Tour Houſe, and after by 
my-old Acquaintance Mr. Fermin, of your Favour towards me, I cat 
ot without Ingratitude, but return you my bearty and humble Achnowledg- 
pent for ſo great an Obligation : But having formerly petition d with great 
eference and reſpett to the Honourable Houſe of Commons,otherwiſe againſt 
yy own judgment and reaſon; and that not being read, baving no new matter 
0 offer, 1 wi{þnot. gove you the trouble of a ſecond. I am apt to think,, when 
Canſe is examin'd, it will be found amongſt the hardeſt... Dr.D, 4 con- 
ef Papiſt, and Author of the Story, being diſcharged without Fees or. Pets- 
:0n' in two days; and I a kyown Pretian kept Priſoner twenty five, tho 
oth committed for one and the ſame Cauſe, ot rather no Cauſe, none being 
ention'd in the Warrant ;, and for eight of thoſe' days hept cloſer than a 
Felon, or a Traytor. Flad my firſt been diſlikid for matter-or form, I might 
pave preferr'd another, which now I think wou'd not be proper, | Beſides-my 
wn ſufferings, my Coſen likewiſe taken into Cuſtody,for Copying a Paper con- 
dining no Criminalztho Refiettive matter, as a Breach of Priviledgezbecauſe 
Member mention'd ; and yet four days after, a Committee appointed to exa- 
ine, whether or no it was his Wruing. 1 hope Sir, when theſe tbings, and 


Phe Reflettions unjuſtly thrawn upon me, are fully conſier 4, I ſhall bave wy 


leaſe a! iberty, for which 1 will own my ſelf oblig'd $0. you, aud; on. all occaſions 
r than P#4y to approve my ſelf, what I really am, | = eliumordT . 
m the # S I'R, ditev7 27 2 
ry the Your moſt humble,” aid” hr 
other-* very much oblig4' Servant, 
rd by F; C j 1 ©4519 4 of & 
Is ang i OOO WT ECTAT UTR" > ESO IE RN 
wet 3 Ihave induſtriouſly avoided in this Ne or Tos 
2. ac @ have heard were made Mr. S. becauſe not to be mention'd 
 *3 Fvithout Reflection on. one ſide, or too much Honour.on. his. 
Tis enough, that he reſiſted all manner of Temptations, that 
y Ad. 00S? 7 P ſi diſhoneſty or cowar 
enot &0u'd betray or diſcover a Propenſion to diſhoneltyior cowar- 
Io ar Wize; and that as he had ſpoken and given irunder hishang, 
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| 'by 411polſiblemeans promote the good aridfervice ob 5h : 

- and Country, without making Shipwrack of a good C nl - 
# * ence, and that Reputation, which though cloudedfor the pre: 
# ſent; he neither cou'd nor wou'd forteit, | - 
| T will add no more, than to Engliſh what a wiſe French-manin ſuch 
Tf an occalion has Recorded :  S; vous: juger ſur les apparences, vonniferir 
| ſonvent trompee : Ce qui paroiſt n'eſt preſque jamazs la verite.. If you wil 
not bedeceiv'd, judge not according to Appearance,but judge:Righteou; 
lh judgment. He that has liv'd any time-inthe World, ought in-paſſing 
"ap his Cenſare upon others ,-toconſider whether he himſelf has never bery 
bi traduc'd, or heard groundleſs ſtories, ifhe have not, ke hashad exeracr- 
dindry good' fortune ; if-he have , he oughPto be very algo giving 

credit to Reports, which are ſometimes rais'd upon yery liftfiE,” and.eft 

without any, grounds. _ FILE: , 
BF This has been notoriouſly Mr. S's. Caſe ; no man was ever more loudly 
| Wi clamour'd againſt, nor more without cauſe , as appears, in that aftey ai 
| ſcrutinies he is found Innocent; inforuch that one may well ſay, Herehas 
'! , +» beernotonelya Great Cry, and aLittle, but no. Wool; abundance -of 
+ - Smoak without any Fire. Though his envious. Adverſaries will have gt, 
| ' -Tthathis Cunning only proteRed kim, I do\ not doubt butyou wilt believc 
| "the contrary,knowing from many years intimate Acquaintance;no man j 
-morefree and open;has leſs of craft or ſubtilty;and-conſidering.his tewpe 
My. -none has more cauſe to ſtudy to preſerve . from 'danger. the ſimplicity d 
Kel the Dove by the 'Wiſdome of the Serpent : '& Caution, ifevet uſcfyl, at 

this time more particulary neceſfarly. oo CN oe, 

Through his Sides, 'tis well known,” a very great Perſon was Shot at, 
who perhaps will be found Tnvalterable. Dogs Bark at the Aoor in vain, 
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i Some Spots there may'be in;that Great- and Glorious Body , but nog} 
"TH ſuch as canxender it uſeleſs or in {ignificant to :ny man of Sence or Reaſon; 
WH | Conclade then of alf men by your own experience, and not upon- the 
fy Relation of either Friends or Enemies; the firſt are not more Partial, 


-then the laſt malicious. I ſhould play the Fool extreamly, if I give you 
. Advice, who. of all the World has the leaſt need of any ;, and therefore 
not having deligr'd thisto you, without begging your PardonyF-will Dok 


the Liberty without further Apology, abruptly to Subſcribe my (eff wha: 


Ly 


-Ftruly am, 
vn - Ry $0 My Lor | ra 
TY the 20:9, 16825, | Tour Grace's with all imaginabl 
ow etl arc ns id 0 Reſped) and Sincorips 
a . FIN Is. L.C, 
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Shot at, 
in vain, 
ut "oy 
Reaſon 

50n- the 
Partial, 
ve yeu 
excfore, 
vil take 
elf what 
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